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eſp: IIS 
-. TheCaſe of the Stanneries ſtated: 


wrh'the Grognds and- Reaſons of their Petition to the Honou- 
' rable Houſe of Parliament, together with the Anſwers 
_ © '#0 ſeyvrall ObjeSions that are uſually made againſt 
them, buwbly propoſed. 


==7H'E Tynners of Corzwal having ferv'd out their time, wher- 
21]. in ( by thelate Kings grant ) they were bound to the old 
ol VEG! Fartners and Preemptors, and beingno longer able to pre- * 
LY) ſerve themſelves and their Families from ruine by the low 
prizes and' rates appointed to them formerly for their Tyn, *in regard 
of the ſmal quantity that is made at preſent, and yet the exceſſive charg 
in digging and working of it, occaſioned by the decay and diſcontinu- 

- ance of their Mynes, the increaſe of Waters, the paucity of Labourers, 
and the great dearth of all Comodities, above double the ancient and 
uſuall prizes, did therfore about 3. years fithence humbly Petition the 
Parliament efiat they might have'the liberty and common priviledge of ' 

"other Subje&s, to ell and makethe beſt advantage of their Tynn, pay- ' 
ing the Coynage and all othe duties antiently due : Now though their 
requeſt be but the common priviledge and Intereſt of Engliſh men, ta 
which they were born, yet either through great oppoſition,or the grea- 
ter and more important affayres of State, it hath bin their unhappines' 
hitherto, not coobtaine Che reſolution of Park upon their Petition. ' © 

Tis true that there are not wanting many men, who have long, and 

Rill doc, make it their bufinefſe ( upon what ground let others judge ) 
toamule the Parl. with great pretences of ſome right to the Tyn, inhe- 
refit Jately in the Crown, as if the poore Tynners were born in chaines, 
and more like Indian {laves then Engliſh men did work for others nor 
for themſelver, 'ahitÞy reaſon of theſe pretences they have bin forced - 
with great expencetoattend long with Councel to argae their Rights, 
and during all that cime, and long after complyed with the Orders of 
the Committee of Revenue, and parted wich their. Tyn co Farmers ap- 

| poyntedby chem, thoughata price impoſed upon them, being '20, of * 

308. in every buadred weight below the Common and Current value * 


(2) 


therof: But becanfe they could porcontioue.cheirwork and -maintaine- 


their Families with ſuch low prices after theexpiration of one yearand 
halfe they forbare any longer to part with their Tynn to the ſayd: Facr- 
mers,whernpon their iſſaed.an:Orderfrom the Committee of Revenue 
to forbid the Coynage of their Tyn, unlefſe upon the acceptance of the 


former price with a prohibition for-any:rq.buy or.fell, or ſuff:r any. 


ynn to be exported, or Exciſe, or Cuſtome to be taken z whereupon 


. tis confefſed, that after long expeRation of ſome refolution.in P ar/#a- 


ment, moſt of the Tynners having no other meanes to preſerve th.m- 
ſelves, and their Families from periſhing, when they could Rand out 
no longer againft the higheſt Lay of neceſſity, were forced £0 ſell their 
Tynn to any that would buy, and for this Crime, becauſe they would 
not rather ſtarve then diſobey the ſayd Order, they were in. September 
laſt convented to appeare before ſome Commiſſioners, and required to 
take Oaths, to betray and confelſe againſt themſelyes, and one ano- 
ther, how they had fold their Tyan ; and becauſe many of them de- 
clined the taking of ſuch Oaths, Ex »fficio, in December following, a 
Meſſenger is ſent downe, who Sbpena'd them into the Exchequer, to 


appear and anſwer informations to be layd againſt them by the Kings 
Solliciter : Whereupon. they knew no other cqurſe, but once more to 
renue their humble addrelle by Petition to the -Par/iament , and that - 


upon a better hopes,and confidence then before, becauſe of the P arlia- 
ments late proceedings ( for though all that the Tynners defice be no 
new thing or extraorainary immunity , but what their Predeceſfors 


injoyed for many ages during the Reigne of many Kings , and which 
ſome yet living can remember 0 have injoyed before the Forty third ' 


yeare of Zucene Elizabeth, and therefore might have owned their ſuit 
under Monarchy : ) Yet much more are their hopes rayſed at preſent, 


that fince the Parliament have Declared againſt Kingly Governmear, 


no Preropatives inciJent therunto, and to the prejudice of the People, 
will now be infifted on, nor any Monopoly or Reſtraint of free Trade 
receive countenance ina time when the Common and Native Free- 
dome of the People is declared for, yet fince tis defired that Preemption 


"may yet be further unbow-I'd and layd open, what this clamor of righe 


pretended, amounteth to ( the matter of ſaQ being truely ſer forth ) 


you may be pleaſed co obſerve what bottome and ground Preemption 


hath by any coJour of Law, and thereby the equity and reaſon of the 
Srannaries Peticion layd open in that which follows, .. 


> Inns... CL SECS hy OO —— 


(3) 

Firſt, the Tynners do not deny the Kings Right. ad Stagnarian & 
Cundagium: the Stannaries and Coynages, but the legality of Preemp- 
. tion, which is diſtin& from both : The Coynage Cuftome of 408. | 
payable our of every 1000 4. weight of Tyna is confeſſed to be a. right See Podri 
anciently belongipg to the Earls of Cornwall, and annex'd afterward Dutchy - 
cothe Duchy, 'and as it cannot be proved, that for neer 200 yeares Corny.lit 
before the' forty third yeare of 2zcene Elizabeth, there was any more fol. j 
payed to the Crown , ſothey are very willing and contented to pay ; 
it till : *Tis likewife confeſſed, that the Earls of Cornwall, and ſome 
Kings of England, before Edw. 1. have made ſeverall Grants of the 
Seannaries, and the profics thereof , but is was never proved that this 
amounted to more then a Grant of the ancient Cuftome before men- _ 
tioned, andof the toll Tyn, and other emergent profics, when Tynn 
hath been digged out ofany of the Princes Lands, and which are pay= 
ed and payable to this day ; for, that the rightof Tyn working was 
by preſcription; and ab inizio, is manifeſt by ancient Hiſtorians, quoted 
by Judge Dodrige tn his Book of the Dutchy of Cornwall 4 and diverſe 
words in their anctent-ft Charters, as Sicxt ab antiqua conſuetudins, fi 4. x, 
cut hatenus uſitajum, &c. So that their Charters ſeem to be in the ge- 7p. 
nerall, rather” confirmaitons of their old Cuſtomes, then indowments Chart. 
with any new Right, however they weie great Aﬀs of Grace as to £0: 1: 
ſome particular priviledges and immunities, and the ground of that A 
AR made, 52. Edward 3. upon Prince Richards Petition, fully con- 
firmes thoſe Rights which they had ſo gayned by Cuſtome and ancient 
uſage. And they acknowledg it likewiſe co be erue,that by the Charcer 
of 32. E4,1. the King reſerves:a power of Prexmption in this Clauſe, 

Niſz nos vel heredes noſtri Stann allud emere —_— harters and 

clauſe isbelieved to be the moſt ſpecious and probable;Fpungation of | 

Preemptiongbecaule there is found no mention vf the word i-the elder 
| 


times,” or ever anyGrant of the Emption of Tya,cil after this Charter. 
Now it the nature and extent of this Preemption be examii'd, & what 
was the judgement of theſe times which ſucceeded chat Charter down 
along co lattertimes within the memory of man, concerning Preemp- 
tion, when cver it w1s in uſe, it will eafily clear che whole butincſle. 
For the fictt;. it dorh:appear, that itamonnied to no more then a be- 
nefit and preferment of buying che Tyni1before.avy SubjeR atthe price 
currantz or as theKing and they could-agree; as 'cis fully exprefſed. in 
Brighams Pattent', when afcer neer- 200. years {1:ep it, was revived in 


43+ Queen Elizghetbs , which hath mn publiquely and ofcen as to 
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ledped by the Councell that hertofore pleaded for Preempdion z- and 
that this Clauſe cannot reaſonably be extended further may be proved 
by reaſon, and the very conſtruQiion which'the words in thas Charter 
will bear, which immediatly precede this Clauſe, which are theſe, Ee 
guod onnes Stannatores noſtri Stam# illud ſic ponderatum licite venderg 
poſſint enicunque voluerint in vil prediG' faciend. inde nobis Cunaginm, 
O alies conſuetudines debitas & wſitatas, niſi nos vel beredes noſtri, e>0. By 
Which they have leave to ſell cheir Tyn co whom they will, unleffe the 
King will buy, and then ic will follow, chat he muſt buy as they can 
ſell, which is co whom they will, or that offers moſt ; otherwiſe the 
ficſt and Iaft Clauſe will ſeem jto fight one againft another; and this 
will-more fully appear from the nature of the word it ſelfe, for the 
priviledge and prerogative reſerved in this Clauſe is Pre-emprion, now 
all Emption doth preſuppoſe a Contra, and as there is a correlation 
between the ContraQors and the Contraftee, ſo in every Contra of 
Emption, the Law of Nations requires two things , ficſt a volunta 
and mutuall conſent of two parties, the buyer andhbe ſeller; and 
then the Tynner cannot be compelled to fell his Tyan againſt his will. 
And ſecondly, a proportion of price to thevalue of the commodicy, 
and then the KIN G cannot impoſe a price upon their Tynn, and 
= cannot take it at his owne price , by any thing in this 
UlCs 

Secondly, - As to the judgement of every Ape fince that Charter, 
concerning Preemption when ic was in afe, it will appear that (chough 
there have been but few prefidents for is ( not fo many as for Shiy- 
money ) and but few Grants made of the Emption of Tyn by ſome 
ofthe Kings of England, and thoſe ftill at the prizes which were then 
currant, and never impoſed ; for they defire it may be [obſerved there 
never was, nor can be urged in any ape till of late, «he impoſing of a 
Price upon the Tynners goods; yet ſeldome or never were there any 
ſuch Grants, bu they were from firſt to laft complained of as oppref- 
ſions, andſo preſented in ſucceeding Parliaments; yea commonly made 
null, and revoked by thoſe Kings that granted them, whereof you may 
take a ſhort view in theſe particular Inftancee. | 

The firſt Grant found after this Charter of 33 Edw, 1. was made by 
his Son Ex. 2. to Antbeny de Peſſaigne, which was revoked in the 10. 


year of his Reign, andleft by him to the Barons of the Exchequer 
'{ whocould be no Fermors ) to doe therein, prowt ante Conceſſionem pre= 
dif am ſuri ſokbat ; yet the ſame yearthere was another Grant na 


| de arptions Stogminie, toohe Abington the Kings Butler;which wazafs © 
terward revoked'in the 14 year of kls Reign —_ Far ras thas F 
it was ir oppreſſuonem opus, O contra tenorem Charte pris (ui, efc, and o 
commands the Sher, ffe co make Proclamation throughout the Coun= 
ty, that all Tynners that had any Tyn to ſell after the Coynage, and 
Coynage due payd, might ſell their Tya ( proxr decet ) without any: 
imped.ment cr contradifion —_— to the Charter of his Facher, 
wherein there is both-a conſiruRion of that Charter, and thej adge-: 
menr of that time concerning Preemption. | | 
The next Grant that appears to be made, was 12 E4.3.to Richard 
Suthsrp and HMoneron ( upon pretence of the Kings moſt urgent oc- 
cafions for the defence and ſaving of the Kingdome ) to ſe, ze the Tyn 
of (ormwall and Devos into their hands for his uſe, yerfo, that they, 
ſhould give good ſecurity for it; according to ſuch a price as ſhould 
be agreed betweene them and the Tynner ; yer the fame yeare upon - 
complaint co the Parliament held at Northampron, there wasa revoca- 
tion of their Grant, and a reftauration of the Tyn. 
- + In the 2x year of Ew. 3. there was another Lraſe grantedof the 
Tyn to one Tydeman of Lywbrick, which was complain'd of the ſame 
year in Parliamentby the M:rchants of Erg/and, for that the Tynne 
was ingroſſed by one marz, which was wont to be ſo!d to all the Mer» 
chants of the Kindome; and receiving no fatisfatory anſwer that 
Parliament, the Tynners of Cormwall Pctitioned the next year in Par- 
liament, that they mighe ſell their Tynne to all thac would buy ir, 
wichourt the refiraint of the Prince, as they had done hcrecofore at 
all times. 
From Edw:3.downe along to Edw.s, there is not found or urged 
any one Gramt or Leaſe of the Emption of Tyn, th ugh inthe lorg 
intervall of that time, their Charters have been conficmed by all or 5 
moſt of the * Kings ttiat interven'd; yea, twice by Henry theſeventh, « y;z.g1 
in one of whoſe Charters, viz. 27 Hen. 7. this Clauſe concerning 2. - 
Preemption of N3ft nor, &. is wholy declined and omitted, chough * Edv.4 
it be weli known he was a Prince,wilejai:d wary,ard had Inftruments 3; 7: 
aQive enough to promote and execute what ever might advance his 21 g.* 
Revenue by any colou:able pretence, from Prerogat've or Law : 1 Edw.« 
And chough 7 Edw. 6. there was then a Leaſe made to Gilbert Brock: Empſon | 
| bonſeof the Preemption of Tyn, with as much eafinefſe and reſpet tg Dudley. 
the Tynners as could be d:fired : viz. thar he ſhould give as mach as | 
any other Merchant had, or did giveand ſell, but at a halſepeny pro- | 
ar” 
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- fitin-every- pound to 0ther?, yer rhisgwas revoked 1.Q, (Mary, by the 
Lordyof che'Counfell as prejudiciall ro che Tynner : $0 it continued 
freetill rhe latter end of Q. Z1izzberhs Reigne, and thena Leaſe-wag | 
granted to Brigham and Wymes tor the fift buying of Tyn , at fuch 
prices as they and the Tynners cou'd agree, with the reſervation of 
200 |, per annum rent to her Majeſty and no more, yet this Leaſe | 

| 


was underſtood-and comprehend<d by K. Fames, under the notion of 
a Monopoly, -and an Invifion of the liberty of the Subjed ( as well as 
ſome other Patents ) a. d io after long debate with his Councell, re- 
voked by Proclama'ion in the firſt year of his Reign, as therein may 
atſargeappeare : Tis very [true that 5. Faco3, there being a glut of 
Tya in the Country , moze then the Kingdome, or Forcaigne parts | 
could take off, the Tynners eaſily conſented to anew 'Farme of their | 
Tynne , for the price then currant, of 28 I. per 1000,d. to the | 
| Tynner, and 2000 {i. cothe King, but within a few yearez afcrr, thas | 
the gaine of theſo!e Empiion and tranſportation of their Tya came | 
to be felr and und:ritood by the Merchants, Preemption was .advan= 
ced to 8000, p. per annum, and ſo grew higher and higher, as the | 
times grew wor{e, with ſome petty increaſe of price to the Tyuaner, 
fill it came to 14000/?, per annum, and more, and (5 con:inued rill the 
expiration of the lat: Farmers Pattent, which was {inve the begin- | 
ning of this Parliament, There remaines onely two or three Obje- | 
Ctions more to be an{we: ed, - 
Oacis, That Tyn is a Roya!l Myne, becauſe it hath a mixture of | 
Silverin it. 
 eAnſw, Thereis not an ounce of Silver in many thouſind weight, 
and che Judges of Englrd have reſolved it ro the contrary, in Star- | 
Chamber, as appeares in Cookes Tariſdif?. of Court, and yet it were | 
heretofore atavour, and for the Tynne:is advantage, to ſuffer his baſe 
Meta!! ro goc nnd:r the name of a Royai Minz,fo it right rece:ve the 
fame Juſtice : For the King had bu: a fifch p-rt by Precoyative of: ajl 
Roya' M;nes, whereas a third pa t hath been taken ou: ofthe tabours 
of the Tynner, by the horrible abuſe of Preemp: on. 

2. Another great GbjeCion ts, Tuat if the Tyn wee our of Farm, 
andatIl;beriy, the Tynner won:d b-e bur a prey rocvery Merchang, 
ard the Tynners by nndzr-ſe!ling on: anothcr, would qu ckly defiroy 
themſelve-. and il Tyn working, 

Anſr, Thi, Obje&ion though it be countenanced by wiſe men, is 
yeta Myſtcry, and it muſt neceffarily argue a great weakneffe and 

want 
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wait of Common diſcretion in the Tynner above other men; to dif-' 
pole of hi: goods to his beſt advantage, from whence this muſt pro= 
ceed, otherwiſe why ſhould not the lame miſchief and inconvenience” 
befall choſe that trade in Fiſh, and other not ſo choice commodities 
. as this; peculiar to this Kingdome, and that County alone : Put {e= 
condly, this incoavenience never fo.lowedbnt npon a glut of Tynas. 
is before ſayd, bur therejis no ground {for this feare now, when the. 
quantity is ſo ſmall , that che ManufaQtures of the Kingdome as are 
able toimp'oy nee: the whole butk of Tyn that is made in the yeare, 
aSitis at pceſe.ur. Thirdly, admit that this would follow thercupon, 
cannot th: Tynners, b.ing a Corporation of themſelves, con;1a&t 
with ſome few Merchants at ſach aprice that they may have the Ma-" 
nagery and trade of Tyn, bur that r.ot oneiy Merchants] but prices 
muſt be.impoſed on them ; and for this fayour of making a -argaine' 
and fale of their goods, there muſt be one halfe , or a third part of” 
the value of their good: defaulkedfcur a Revenue, this is ſuch a grie=" 
vance and miſery , which no Sabje&s of Evgland groanes under be-" 
ſides the Tyaner ; and chen which tis beleeved, there is noparticu=-. 
lar oppreſſion cryes lowder 111 theeares of «th: Parkamere, nor which © 
in its redrefſeby.chem, will give aclearer.de:nonſt: action to the King"! 
dome, chat they ically intend to break every yoake, and co let the op-" 
preſſed goefree. w _— 
Another great Obje&ion iz, that 'this Conceſſion of L berty and © 
Freedome to the Tynner, world be with the lofle of ag eat R: venue 
to the State, 'as the Tynners taking leave of latz, h t' 1: the State 
all manner of Revenu: for this yeare laft paſt | Ss 
To this it is anſwered', Firſt in g:nerall, fif by Revenue bs meanr* 
that anciene Cuſtome of 403. per 1000 d. before expreſſed, th-yare. 
very wil-ing to pay it ſtil}, with all the Fa:mand Toli Tyn, andother 
profits anciently payable out of the [S:annaries ; burif by ic be meanc_ 
all that Revenue which grew by *preveiition, revived and beigiitned 
ſince thcſe iaft and worſt tt mer, ini for which mavy Kings of Eg-. 
Ind never received a peny, if that b: found to have the iame botrome 
and foundation with other grievaices taken away , avd becith r an- 
| abus'd Prerogative or aMonops!y, tis beleeved no profic or advantage 
can prevale with che juſt ce of P.rl:amen; irom bringing ic under 
the ſam: Law. 
| Bur ſecondiy, *tiscert2ine, tre bet way to advarce ſa Revenne '© 
the State, is by giving the Tynner tie belt incuucagen nt, for th: n 3 
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there will be the more Tyn dig'd and wrought, 'apd conſequently che 
more mony payd tothe State,for the Du:chy dues, Exiſe and Cuftom, 
whe: eas if they ſhould be diſcouragedand kept under by oppreſlions, 
this is unzv: ydab'y like to follow, that knowing they cannot 
bee compclled to. worke for Tynne, and cannot live poorer in 
ary t. ade, chat they quite give over their _ in Tynne, and 
betake themfelves t2 other imploymen:s, as they have done in 
D:von a'ready. which would of it ſelte deſtroy all manner of Reve- 
nue, together with that ancient and fi-ple Commodity , peculiar 
to this Kingdome and that County onely , and be an utrer ruine to 
many thouſand Families in Ezg/end, whoſe livelyhoods depend on. 
the M:nufaQures of that Commedity : And as to the loffe of all man- 
ner of Revenue for the laſt yeare, let the blame be charged where ic 
will lye ; it cannot be reaſonably charged upon the Tynner,who ne- 
ver denyed co ſabmit roa Farme for a time, till the Pariiamen! ſhould 
determimetheir Rights, if they might have a corfiderable price : But 
being denycd ſuch a price, together with the Coynage of chcir Tyn, , 
ond the acc:ptance of the ancient dues, though tend:red their neceſ- 
fities notwithſtanding, inforced them to ſell , which becauſe they 
could nor dojin open Market, without Seizure and Fork: itare,'o their + 
beſt Merchanes, they were glad to ſell it ro any, and ic loft in the 
price of every hundred weight, more then'the price of the ancieng _ 
Dmtchey dues amounted to, though they neverſold'ic fo low, bur ir © 
was for much more rhen was offered,and to be payd by the Farmers... 
Andnow if itbe demanded what will ſatisfie the Tynner all he de- 
fices arlength is, bur that it may be declared that he hath' and hall 
have free liberty and right to diſpoſe of his owne.Tyn to his beſt 
advantage, and conſequently may not be under any reſtraint in price, - 
or from the Farmers, by Preemption, or the Pewterers, or any other _ 
more then other Natives; Their next defireis, for the advantage of _ 
the State, that Coyfiages, at the accuſtomed cimes and places; may be * 
appoynted, that io dnes may be rec-ived and payd. X37 4 og 
Many l:fler Grievances there are, in weights, and other things, 
which time and Ty:anny his contracted on them, which they de= _ 
fire may be regulated by a Convocation called among themſelves, by 
Order from the Lord Warden. | | oY 4 
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